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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily realize fault 
location having conventionally been difficult by providing 
a responsibility demarcation point between a LAN and a 
terminal and between a LAN and a carrier channel in a 
small scale LAN system. 

SOLUTION: In the case of conducting a test, a 
maintenance personnel first opens demarcation switches 
at the same time. Then the maintenance personnel sets 
a demarcation switch at a point to a LOOP state and a 
host transmits test data to the demarcation switch. 
When no fault takes place on a path from the host to the 
demarcation switch, the test data are looped back as 
they are. When any fault takes place, the host cannot 
normally receive the test data. The test operations 
above are repeated to locate a fault location. 
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